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simple phrase. Is the speech slurred or 
strange?

Time to act is now if you see any of 
these signs! Call 9-1-1 right away.

Treatment transforms
Of the 750,000-plus Americans who 

suffer strokes annually in the United 
States, more than 130,000 die. For 
those who survive a stroke, quality of 
life is an important issue. In addition to 
regaining physical abilities such as the 
ability to walk, get dressed, and bathe 
independently, one’s capacity to com-
municate may also be severely dam-
aged by a stroke.

A person’s ability to communicate is 
the foundation of just about everything 
they do, and every interaction they have. 
Beyond just having their basic needs 
met, the degree to which communica-
tion skills are restored affects stroke sur-
vivors’ social interactions and relation-
ships, employment status and success, 
and overall satisfaction and participation 
in life. Seeking treatment from a speech-
language pathologist can make a trans-
formative difference in helping people 
enjoy a fulfilling post-stroke life.

One of the most common commu-
nication challenges that follow a stroke 
is aphasia, a disorder that affects a per-
son’s ability to understand or produce 
language. About 25 to 40 percent of 
stroke survivors acquire aphasia. Other 
communication difficulties include 
slurred speech due to weak muscles 
and difficulty in programming muscles 
for speech. In addition to these chal-
lenges, speech-language pathologists 
help with cognitive challenges follow-
ing a stroke — which may include 
memory and problem-solving skills 
— and swallowing problems that result 
from weakness and/or incoordination 
of muscles in the mouth and throat.

During Better Hearing & Speech 
Month, I want stroke survivors and 
their loved ones to know that speech-
language pathologists are here to help. 
We offer a range of therapeutic services 
to meet the challenging needs of these 
individuals.

— Dr. Karen Harris Brown is As-
sociate Director for the Virgin Islands 
University Center for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities and a na-
tionally certified speech-language pa-
thologist with 25 years of experience. 
She continues to practice after primary 
work hours and on weekends.
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Gov. Kenneth Mapp presented Vir-
gin Island Next Generation Network 
President and CEO Dr. Mark McGib-
bon with the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Outstanding Public 
Service Award during a ceremony at 
Government House on St. Thomas on 
May 3.

The Outstanding Public Service 
Award, which McGibbon received 
on Jan. 11 from U.S. Marine Corps 
Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., is the 
highest award provided to a citizen 
and is normally awarded to federal 
employees; however, McGibbon re-
ceived the award while working in the 
private sector within Lockheed Mar-
tin Corporation’s Executive Strategic 
Planning Division. During his LMC 
employment, he volunteered to teach 
at the National Defense University 
Information Resources Management 
College. While most professors taught 
only one or two courses McGibbon, 
as a visiting Industry Chair Professor, 
taught 19 courses and in all 10 pro-
grams offered at the IRMC. No other 
full-time NDU professor in the history 
of the college, or since, has taught so 
many courses, while simultaneously 
receiving an “A” average on teaching 
critique questionnaires from 2006 to 

2016. McGibbon also volunteered 
many hours to teaching leadership and 
technical management workshops at 

other federal, state and nonprofit orga-
nizations throughout the Washington, 
D.C. area, while also helping to raise 

college-level scholarship funds for 
academically deserving students who 
were economically disadvantaged.

As the CEO and president of 
viNGN, McGibbon considers the 
business of providing broadband In-
ternet services to multiple Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) throughout 
the USVI as yet another opportunity 
to provide public service to the people 
of the Virgin Islands.

Additionally, McGibbon contin-
ues his volunteer service, including 
educating fifth- and sixth-graders in 
the Leadership Program at Juanita 
Gardine Elementary School, and he 
continues to dedicate viNGN schol-
arship funding to students enrolled 
in the St. Joseph’s Academy Cisco/
National Center for Construction 
Education and Research IT Train-
ing Program. Finally, he is a strong 
advocate of the Virgin Islands Pub-
lic Computer Centers (PCCs) and 
Mobile PCC training events, which 
provide computer literacy and cy-
ber security training throughout the 
territory. His goal is to ensure the 
people of the USVI are afforded the 
opportunity to acquire the requisite 
leadership and technical skills need-
ed in the 21st century.

viNGN president recognized for public service

Virgin Islands Next Generation Network President and CEO Mark McGib-
bon, center, stands with Daryl Wade, chief information officer, VP of the 
Virgin Islands Next Generation Network, and Pamela Finley, account man-
ager/public relations manager, after receiving the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Outstanding Public Service Award on May 3 at Government 
House on St. Thomas.

The Virgin Islands Montesorri 
School and Peter Gruber Internation-
al Academy welcomed the world-re-
nowned Copenhagen Royal Chapel 
Choir — Københavns Drengekor 
— as part of the U.S. Virgin Islands’ 
100-year anniversary celebration of 
Transfer Day. 

They performed a private con-
cert on Friday in the Music Room 
for students, staff and parents. The 
Royal Chapel Choir consists of 50 
boys ranging in age from 12 to 17. 
The audience was enchanted by their 
amazing vocals and presence.

Among some of the oldest Eu-
ropean musical traditions are the 
cathedral choirs and their choir 
schools. The Copenhagen Royal 
Chapel Choir is the only representa-
tive of this tradition in Scandinavia. 
Founded in 1924 by Mogens Wöl-
dike, the choir quickly developed into a full-time institution with the boys receiving their general educa-

tion alongside a full musical and 
vocal training in Sankt Annæ Gym-
nasium, the Copenhagen Municipal 
Choir School.

With a comprehensive repertoire 
ranging from commissioned works 
by the leading composers of our time 
to the earliest polyphony, the choir 
has gained a reputation for being 
one of the finest of its type and has 
received several high distinctions.

The choir tours extensively and 
has given concerts in all parts of 
the world. It has taken part in many 
radio and television productions 
both in Denmark and abroad. Le Fi-
garo has placed the choir alongside 
the Vienna Boys Choir and that of 
Kings College, Cambridge as one 
of the finest in Europe. They work 
regularly with the Danish National 
Symphony Orchestra and have made 
numerous CD recordings.

Copenhagen Royal Chapel Choir performs for Montessori students

Members of the Copenhagen Royal Chapel Choir perform at the Virgin Is-
lands Montessori School and Peter Gruber International Academy on Friday 
on St. Thomas. 


