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VIRGIN ISLANDS

Ex-employee admits to multi-million dollar fraud
By ASHLEY MAYRIANNE JONES
Daily News Staff

A former employee of Sea Star
Line pleaded guilty to defrauding the
cargo shipping company and a sec-
ond business, Trailer Bridge Inc., out
of a collective $2.1 million.
AndrewRooks, 58, of Jacksonville,

Fla., pleaded guilty Thursday to two
counts of mail and wire fraud and
now faces a maximum of 20 years in
prison for each count.

Rooks, who was assistant vice
president of operations at Sea Star,
which is now Tote Maritime, sub-
mitted phony invoices to the com-
pany on behalf of co-conspirator
Keith Beavers between November
2005 and Rooks’ termination of
employment with the company in
July 2011, according to the original
indictment.
Rooks emailed copies of the

invoices to Beavers, alerting him
when he would receive payment,

which Beavers then deposited into
his own bank account.
Beavers made kickback payments

to Rooks ranging from 40 percent to
50 percent of the amounts he received
from Sea Star, indicating on the
checks to Rooks that the money was
for baseball cards or other items,
according to the indictment. Beavers
collected approximately $1.29 mil-
lion in payments as a result of the
conspiracy, the indictment stated.
Rooks and a second co-conspira-

tor, Russell Cody, robbed Sea Star
Line of an additional $1.5 million by
submitting phony invoices on behalf
o f t he Tibu ron and Lance r
Companies, which Cody owned.
Cody paid Rooks in kickbacks rang-
ing between 45 percent and 70 per-
cent of the money his company
received, the indictment stated.
Rooks also worked with Beavers

to defraud Trailer Bridge Company
of $43,700, where Rooks was
employed between July 2012 and

March 2014 as the director of equip-
ment control, and with Cody to swin-
dle more than $60,000 from the busi-
ness, according to the indictment.
Beavers and Cody were charged in

cases independently of Rooks.
Michael Hanson, spokesman for

Tote Maritime, the parent company
of Sea Star, said the company would
not comment.
— Contact Ashley Mayrianne

J o n e s a t 7 1 4 - 9 1 3 0 o r
ajones@dailynews.vi.

Deaths
James R. Abraham
With deep regret, the family

announces the passing of James R.
Abrahamwho passed away on Oct. 18,
2015.
The first view-

ing will be held
from 5 to 7 p.m.
T h u r s d a y a t
Turnbull’s Funeral
Home.
The s e cond

viewing will be
held from 9 to 10
a.m. Friday at
M e m o r i a l
Moravian Church
with the service starting at 10 a.m.
Interment will follow at Western

Cemetery No. 3.
He is surived by his children, James

Rodney Abraham, Sonia Fleming,
Viola (Cynthia) Abraham and Joyce

Osborne Hewitt
Osborne Hewitt, 87, passed away

on Oct. 12, 2015.
Funeral Service

will take place at
1 0 : 3 0 a . m .
Thursday at St.
Patrick’s Catholic
Church.
Interment will

fo l low at the
K i n g s h i l l
Cemetery. Private
cremation will be
held at a later date.
He is survived

by his sister, Mabel Able-Bennerson
and LenaAbel-Schulterbrandt; broth-
ers, Oneal and LLoyd Abel; and
other relatives and friends too numer-
ous to mention.
Arrangements are by James

Memorial Funeral Home.

Maria Martin
It is with deep regret we announce

the passing of Maria Martin, also
known as Alma, who died on Friday,

James R.
Abraham

Osborne Hewitt

Daily News Staff

Gov. Kenneth Mapp is once
again leaving the territory, this
time for almost two weeks.
Mapp, who Government House

spokeswoman Kim Jones had said
would have a press conference to
discuss his trip out of the territory
last week, is going to a series of
meetings on various health topics
at the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention inAtlanta and then
attending the National Governor’s

Association’s Summit of North
Amer i c an Gove rno r s and
Premiers, which begins Friday in
Colorado.
He then will take a week of per-

sonal time, and he is scheduled to
return to the territory Nov. 7,
according to a statement issued
Monday by Government House.
F i n a n c e Comm i s s i o n e r

Valdamier Collens will serve as
acting governor until Nov. 1, when
Lt. Gov. Osbert Potter is sched-
uled to return to the territory.

Mapp headed to Georgia,
Colorado before vacation

AT&T donation boosts STEM education
Daily News Staff

ST. THOMAS—AT&T has given
a $22,000 contribution to the
Community Foundation of the Virgin
Islands to provide local teacher grants
in the 2015-2016 school year to pro-
mote science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics — STEM —
education in the territory.
The Virgin Islands STEM grants

will range from $250 to $5,000 and
are open to professionals in the U.S.
Virgin Islands public school system
to implement an innovative project in
the classroom or school.
Funding is awarded on a competi-

tive basis for projects that seek to

improve student achievement in
STEM fields, with priority given to
proposals in which students are
directly involved in the project; the
project description is clear and well
organized; creative strategies and
activities are used to improve student
learning; outcomes are measurable
and substantive; and the budget is
realistic.
“We know tha t indus t r i e s

engaged in STEM disciplines will
create a majority of high-value,
high-wage jobs and within 10
years, almost nine out of 10 new
jobs will require education beyond
a high school degree,” Joe York,
AT&T President for Florida, Puerto

Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands,
said in a prepared statement. “An
educated workforce is critical to the
future success of the U.S. Virgin
Islands, our nation and the success
of our company as well.”
Applications for the 2015 Virgin

Islands STEM Grants are available
now and must be submitted to CFVI
no later than Nov. 23. Applications
can be submitted through an online
portal at cfvi.fluidreview.com.
Successful applicants must agree

to submit a brief written report,
receipts for expenditures and, if pos-
sible, visual documentation, on the
use of the grant at the end of the
funding period.

Abraham; stepchildren, Avril, Monica,
John and Claude; sisters, Constance
Graham and Dorothy Lockhart; broth-
er,Valdemar (Wally)Abraham; 17 niec-
es and 21 nephews; 29 Grandchildren
and 32 great-Grandchildren; other rela-
tives,Abraham, Berry, Douté, Graham,
Jackson, Lockhart, Thomas, Richards
and Smith families; caretakers, Sonia
Fleming, Danet Mahoney, Vicame
Sanon and Carlos Zeda; and many
other friends too numerous tomention
In lieu of flowers, a special offering

will be collected during the service for
the Moravian Multipurpose Education
Center at Nisky.
Arrangements are by Turnbull’s

Funeral Home.

Oct. 16, 2015, at
SchneiderRegional
Medical Center at
the age of 81.
Mrs.Martinwas

preceded in death
by her husband,
JosephMartin.
She leaves to

mourn special sis-
ter, Magdalene
Dolphin; other sisters, Joyce and Clara
Mcpherson, Oliva Venzen, Cecelia
Zeigler andVeronica Simond; brothers,
Cuthbert Bellott, Francis Williams,
Vivian JhoLewis and Oliver Chandler;
nieces, Kimberly Williams Elskoe,
Kellyn and Sheryl Williams, Josett
Alexander, Judith Pierre, Melanie and
Christna Zeigler, Nathesa Venzen,
Linda Joann andMagdalene JhoLewis,
Lorraine Doreen Eileen and Shirley
Stevens; grandnieces, Tylie Dolphin,

Shana and Schyler Elskoe and Trindy
Sandy; nephews, Tracy and Trevor
Dolphin, Gerard Bellott, Eddy and
Burke Euzeb, Kernell Simond and
Peter JhoLewis; special grandnephew,
Ky-Mani Dolphin; other grandneph-
ews, Zhen Dolphin, Shaquan Dolphin
and LiamSandy; special friends, Caroll
Willshire, Rose Labadie, Josett Baly,
Bridghett Toussant and Pat Joseph; and
many other relatives and friends too
numerous tomention.
Funeral services will be held

Wednesday at Holy Family Catholic
Church. Viewing at the church will
begin at 9 a.m., followed by themass at
10 a.m. Interment will be in Western
Cemetery No. 1.
For online condolences and direc-

tions, visit www.hurleydavisfuneral-
home.com.
Arrangements are under the direction

of Hurley Funeral Home.

Maria Martin
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