
 

 

 
NEWSLETTER                                May 2015 

 
Help the BOC Improve Broadband: Respond to 
Federal Register “Request for Comments”  
 
As reported in the last edition of the BroadbandUSA newsletter, the 
White House has established a Broadband Opportunity Council 
(Council). You can assist the Council by sharing your perspective and 
recommending actions that the Executive Branch can take to promote 
broadband deployment, adoption, and competition. The official “Request 
for Comments” (RFC) was published in the Federal Register on April 29, 
2015. The BOC is seeking comments on: 
 
• Ways the federal government can promote best practices, modernize 

outdated regulations, promote coordination, and offer more services 
online;  

• Identification of regulatory barriers to deployment, competition, and 
adoption;  

• Ways to promote public and private investment in broadband;  
• Ways to promote broadband adoption;  
• Issues related to state, local, and tribal governments;  
• Issues related to vulnerable communities with limited or no broadband;  
• Issues specific to rural areas; and  
• Ways to measure broadband availability, adoption, and speed. 
 
Your comments will be a part of the public record and will be posted 
online. You can e-mail your comments to BOCrfc2015@ntia.doc.gov or 
mail to NTIA, U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue 
NW, Room 4626, Attn: Broadband Opportunity Council, Washington, DC 
20230. Comments are due on or before 5 p.m. Eastern time on June 10, 
2015.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Broadband Use Increases in Chicago’s BTOP 
Neighborhoods by 13 Per Cent 

In Chicago, city leaders, philanthropists, and community activists have 
been working to close the city’s digital divide for more than a decade. 
The BTOP Smart Chicago grants to the city built on a solid foundation of 
partnerships and a comprehensive understanding of broadband adoption 
issues, based on a citywide survey completed in 2009.  The two grants, 
totaling more than $16 million, deployed 3,233 workstations at 161 
upgraded and new public computer centers (PCCs) across the city, and 
provided more than 20,600 people with digital literacy and job skills 
training. From the beginning, Smart Chicago made local partnerships a 
priority, knowing that these would support the long-term sustainability of 
the digital divide work.  Research conducted by Mossberger and her 
colleagues has showed that “there is a significant difference in Internet 
use for the neighborhoods participating in the Smart Communities 
program – a 13 percentage point higher rate of change than in other 
similar community areas.”  
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Broadband News and Information  

Press Release 4/28/15 
Broadband Opportunity Council Seeks Public Comment 
 
Blog 04/13/2015  
Broadband Infrastructure Case Studies Released – How Broadband 
Changes the Game  
 
Blog 03/24/2015 
Promoting Broadband Across the Federal Government 
 
Upcoming Broadband Events 

Event 5/11/2015 – 5/13/2015 
Gigabit Cities Live, Atlanta, GA 
 
Event 5/13/2015 – 5/14/2015 
Merit Member Conference, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Event 5/19/2015 – 5/22/2015 
Schools, Health & Libraries Coalition (SHLB), Arlington, VA 
 
Webinar 5/20/2015, 4 p.m. EDT 
Broadband Opportunity Council RFC 
 
Connect with Us  
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/ntiagov           
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/ntiagov 
E-mail:   BroadbandUSA@ntia.doc.gov  
Web Site:   www2.ntia.doc.gov  

Broadband RFC Webinar 
Scheduled for May 20 

To explain the RFC and answer questions from 
the public, NTIA and USDA, as co-chairs of the 

Broadband Opportunity Council, will hold a 
webinar on May 20 at 4:00 PM EDT.  The webinar 
was announced in the Federal Register on May 6.  

To join the webinar, please pre-register at: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/427736

4480826458625 
A transcript of the webinar will be made available 

within a few days of the event.  Email 
broadbandusa@ntia.doc.gov to request a copy. 
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