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NTIA Releases New Public-Private Partnership Primer 
 
Broadband is critical to the economic development and vitality of communities across the United 
States. Given its importance, many local leaders are exploring how to expand the availability and 
adoption of robust, high-quality and affordable broadband services in their communities. To reach 
these goals, many municipalities have utilized public-private partnerships. While no partnership 
structure is exactly like another, there are some common models and best practices that 
communities should know about before embarking on a broadband partnership. The best approach 
for a particular community will depend upon several factors specific to each community. 
 
In a new primer called BroadbandUSA: An Introduction to effective public-private partnerships for 
broadband investments, we share the lessons learned and best practices from companies, state 
and local governments, and other organizations that received Broadband Technology Opportunity 
Program (BTOP) grants. The primer provides a basic introduction to a variety of partnership 
models for communities considering new broadband projects. For a copy of the publication, see 
BroadbandUSA: An Introduction to effective public-private partnerships for broadband investments. 
 
 

Vermont Council on Rural 
Development (VCRD) 
 
The Vermont Community Broadband Project 
increased broadband Internet access and adoption in 
24 small, mostly rural communities through a 
comprehensive effort combining broadband training, 
access, awareness, and planning.  

 
One component of the project was to establish public Wi-Fi zones and create municipal Web sites in 
many communities. The success of the project was put to the test when Hurricane (later Tropical 
Storm) Irene ripped through many of these communities in August 2011. As noted in the project’s 
final report, “Wi-Fi zones can become key components of communications in a post-disaster 
situation, enabling coordination of community efforts even more quickly. Also, a free and public zone 
is always running, enabling students to find a place where they can do their homework close to 
home, and where others can check their email, or even apply for a job if they wish.” As another part 
of the project, e-commerce advice and matching funds were provided by the Vermont Digital 
Economy Project through the Vermont Small Business Development Center (VtSBDC.) This was 
particularly critical for Camping on the Battenkill, a family-owned campground business located just 
north of Arlington on Route 7A, which was devastated by Tropical Storm Irene. For more information 
on the project, please see the VCRD  final report. 
 
 

Youth Policy Institute 
 
In 2010, NTIA awarded a $5,572,361 grant to the 
Youth Policy Institute, Inc. (YPI) to expand broadband 
access and benefits to low-income communities in 
east, south and central Los Angeles and the San 
Fernando Valley. YPI’s project provided access to 
broadband, leveraged existing LA ParentSmart and 
Family Technology programs, and offered additional 
training classes to members of these communities. 
Upon project completion in 2013, YPI had deployed 

1,773 new workstations at 83 public computer centers located in schools, public housing facilities, 
parks and recreation facilities, and other community organizations. These centers provided open lab 
access to nearly 1,100,000 residents. Building on their experience, in December 2012 YPI won a 
$30 million Promise Neighborhoods award from the U.S. Department of Education to provide 
comprehensive, wrap-around services to create strong and successful students and families. For 
more information, see Youth Policy Institute. 

 

Broadband News and Information  

 
Webinar Recording 1/28/2015 
Introducing BroadbandUSA 
 

Press Release 1/14/2015 
Research Study Shows NTIA Broadband Grants Provided 
Billions in Economic Benefits 
 

Blog 1/14/2015 
NTIA Announces BroadbandUSA Effort to Assist 
Communities with Broadband Plans 
 

Upcoming Broadband Events 
 

Event 4/14/15 – 4/16/15 

Broadband Communities Conference, Austin, TX: 

Broadband USA will present on economic development, 
rural broadband, and BTOP impacts 
 

Event 4/24/2015 – 4/28/2015 
Council on Foundations Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 
CA: BroadbandUSA will present a session with California 
Emerging Technology Fund (CETF) 
 

Broadband Resources  
 

BTOP recipients Frequently Asked Questions:  BTOP wiki.  
 

SBI recipients FAQs: SBI Wiki.  
 
DigitalLiteracy.gov 
 

Resources supporting telehealth initiatives on basic 
computing, health, and Internet collaboration.  
 
Connect with Us  

Twitter: www.twitter.com/ntiagov  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ntiagov 

E-mail: BroadbandUSA@ntia.doc.gov 

Web Site:  www2.ntia.doc.gov  
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