
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER                      February 2015 
 
NTIA Launches BroadbandUSA & Holds Third Regional Workshop 
in Jackson, Mississippi 
 
On February 4 the NTIA BroadbandUSA team convened a productive workshop in Jackson, Miss., 
to explore ways to close the digital divide in a state that continues to expand broadband 
connectivity and adoption. The event was the third in a series of regional workshops that NTIA is 
hosting across the country as part of its new BroadbandUSA program, which is helping 
communities improve local broadband capacity and utilization. The new initiative – highlighted by 
President Obama last month – builds on lessons learned and best practices from NTIA’s 
successful broadband grant programs, which invested more than $4 billion in network 
infrastructure, public computer centers, digital literacy training and broadband mapping. 
BroadbandUSA provides resources – including technical assistance, toolkits and guides – to help 
communities assess local broadband needs, engage stakeholders, explore business models, 
evaluate financing options and attract private-sector investment.  
 
For more information, see the blog Expanding the Benefits of Broadband in Mississippi.  
 
 

Statewide Broadband Coming to Kentucky 
 
High-speed Internet is coming to every corner of the Commonwealth of Kentucky through an 
innovative public-private partnership, with the first components scheduled to be operational in less 
than two years. The partnership is with Macquarie Capital, a global investment firm based in 
Australia that provides advisory and capital-raising services to corporate and government groups. 
The state government will oversee the open-access middle-mile broadband network.  “We are on an 
aggressive timeline and believe that the Macquarie team’s technical capabilities and history of 
innovative solutions are the best fit for this important project,” said Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear in 
a press release issued by the state. The first stage of the project will be to deploy the main 
broadband fiber lines across the state. The underserved communities in eastern Kentucky will be the 
top priority area for the initial phase of deployment. In addition, the Center for Rural Development 
will host training workshops to teach communities how to connect to and use the network.  “We’re 
laying the first bricks for what could be ‘Silicon Holler.’ This new Super I-Way is the cornerstone of 
SOAR’s mission to diversify the economy in eastern Kentucky with improvements in business 
recruitment, fast-tracking telemedicine in the mountains, and adding high tech advancements in 
education,” said U.S. Congressman Hal Rogers. The BroadbandUSA technical assistance team and 
broadband adoption experts have offered advice and support to the project managers for this 
ambitious initiative, and we look forward to collaborating in the future. 
 
For more information, see the press release: Governor Beshear, Congressman Hal Rogers Launch 
Statewide Broadband Initiative, Beginning in Eastern Kentucky 
 
 

Minnesota Office of Broadband Development 
 
The Minnesota Office of Broadband Development (MOBD) is encouraging high speed Internet 
access throughout the state. The MOBD advises the Governor’s Task Force on Broadband and the 
Governor’s Broadband Subcabinet, which includes the Minnesota Department of Employment and 
Economic Development, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, and MN.IT Services (the state's 
central information technology organization). In addition, the MOBD collaborates with Connect 
Minnesota on broadband development statewide. Connect Minnesota received funds from the State 
Broadband Initiatives Program (SBI) to map broadband availability across the state, conduct 
research on technology usage and barriers to broadband adoption, and improve broadband 
availability. Based on this data, the state has developed the Minnesota Broadband Plan. It 
recommends policies to promote the expansion of broadband access, identifies adoption and access 
disparities throughout the state, and outlines the economic benefits of universal broadband, 
including more efficient delivery of healthcare, education and government services.  
 
For more information, see Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development Office 
of Broadband Development and Minnesota Broadband Plan.  
 
 

For more information on these and other projects, visit BroadbandUSA . 
 

 
 

Broadband News  
 
Blog, 2/11/2015  
Expanding the Benefits of Broadband in Mississippi 
 
Report, 2/10/2015 
Twenty-Second Quarterly Status Report to Congress 
Regarding BTOP 
 
Press Release, 1/14/2015 
BroadbandUSA: Introduction to Effective Public-Private 
Partnerships 
 
Press Release, 1/14/2015  
Research Study Shows NTIA Broadband Grants Provided 
Billions in Economic Benefits  
 
Blog, 1/14/2015 
NTIA Announces BroadbandUSA Effort to Assist 
Communities with Broadband Plans 
 
Broadband Resources  
 
BTOP recipients can find answers to Frequently Asked 
Questions and watch previous Webinars at the  BTOP wiki. 
 
SBI recipients can find answers to FAQs or communicate 
with other grantees through the SBI Wiki.  
 
DigitalLiteracy.gov Resources 
 
DigitalLiteracy.gov provides valuable information for 
recipients supporting telehealth initiatives on basic 
computing, health, and Internet collaboration. Please 
consider linking your resources to DigitalLiteracy.gov! 
 
Connect with Us  
 
www.twitter.com/ntiagov  
www.facebook.com/ntiagov 
btop@ntia.doc.gov 
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